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I
n the early 1990s, a Russian delegation of decision-
makers and investors visited South Africa, inspired 
by the changes in both the Russian and South 
African governments. One of these delegates was 
entrepreneur Dr Mark Voloshin who fell in love with 

the country and especially the Cape for all the obvious 
reasons: the quality of life, breathtaking nature and 

beautiful people. He also saw our transitional society  
as brimming with potential. Alongside his solar-power  
and property concerns, he wanted to invest in tourism. 

‘There are a lot of similarities between South Africa 
and Russia,’ says Dr Voloshin. ‘Both countries are 
historically, culturally and demographically extremely 
diverse and both are steeped in heritage-rich traditions 
and customs. The two countries also share a passion for 
both hearty and fine cuisine – food and hospitality are  
a unifying factor to celebrate family and friendships.’

One of the reasons Dr Voloshin acquired the wine farm 
Hazendal in 1994 was to create a premium destination 
where he could enjoy all the luxuries that are close to his 
heart: family and friends, time with his grandchildren, art, 
classic cars, haute cuisine, fine wine and premium vodka. 

The estate is managed by his son-in-law, Shlomi 
Azar and daughters, Ina and Simone, with Dr Voloshin 
at the helm. His dream of wanting to preserve the 
estate’s rich heritage, uplift the local community and 
create a unique Winelands destination has added a new 
chapter to Hazendal’s history. Last year, after extensive 
restoration and redevelopment the estate reopened, and 
now combines the farm’s rich history and heritage with 
contemporary design, innovative ideas and a Russian 
flavour. Right now, everyone’s talking about Hazendal’s 
highly creative and advanced technological children’s 
edutainment centre, Wonderdal. 

Russian art is close to the heart of entrepreneur  
and investor Dr Mark Voloshin. But so are family,  
friends and the luxuries that life offers.
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ART, AND 
THE ART 
OF LIVING

THE COLLECTOR
Dr Voloshin’s love and passion for art in general, and 
Russian art and culture in particular, led him to establish 
the Marvol Gallery at Hazendal, through which he is able 
to support emerging Russian and international artists. 
‘After perestroika, many art studios in Russia suffered 
as there was no longer state funding for the arts. So I 
purchased art to support the artists, like the war painters 
from the Grekov Studio.

‘I am completely in awe of the creative and artistic 
workmanship that is found all over the world. However, 
Russian art is very close to my heart. I admire the avant-
garde movement but also enjoy Soviet realism, particular 
Russian landscapes. I also collect religious icons. This art 
form is an ancient tradition that is still practised today.’

The collection of Russian icons housed in the 
Marvol Gallery is more than a roomful of beauty and 
craftsmanship. These exquisite, richly coloured, gilded 
and jewelled artefacts are invested with the history and 
spirituality of centuries of culture. ‘Icons are very special 
to me as they are not only an old Russian tradition that 
survived many upheavals but also it is a very spiritual 
process to produce them. Today’s icon painters are still 
using the old techniques and living in accordance with  

Russian Orthodox Church rules. 
An icon is not simply a painting, 
it is your connection to God.

‘I always appreciated the 
beauty of icons and started 
collecting them 20 years ago. 
Initially, I bought icons from 
contemporary icon painters. 
In recent years, I have started 
to purchase them from major 
auctions in Europe. The 

contemporary icons are obviously not under a heritage 
ban and the older ones are already outside of Russia.  
I hope one day I will be able to build a Russian chapel  
at Hazendal that could house my entire collection.’

And then there are the ever-alluring Fabergé eggs. 
‘Fabergé approached me to help them set up a distribution 
in South Africa back in the ’90s. The craftmanship of the 
eggs is unique, each one handmade by lapidarists and 
goldsmiths. It is extremely refined work. My favourites  
are the Mandela egg and the King Abdullah II egg and I 
was honoured to present each to its namesake.’

THE CURATOR 
Marvol Gallery mounts three to four exhibitions a year. 
In June, it showcased ‘The Collector’s Easter’, which 
consisted of Dr Voloshin’s collection of Fabergé eggs, 
icons and painted wooden eggs depicting religious saints, 
as well as works by Kurt Pio, a local artist, known for his 
big canvases of gemstones and diamonds paintings.  

‘The gallery’s main focus is to be a window into 
Russian art and culture but also to create a link and 
dialogue between South Africa and Russia. My private 
collections are offered to support this vision, but the 
gallery will also pursue collaborations with contemporary 
South African and Russian artists. It also offers art walks 
highlighting the art at Hazendal and plans to host events, 
from art classes and talks to panel discussions.’

At 74, Dr Voloshin’s passion, energy and drive, which 
is inspiring to his family, staff and even visitors, is not 
waning. He’s quick to admit that Hazendal’s 145 hectares 
form a passion project, not so much a solid investment 
– wine estates are high-risk endeavours – and his vision 
is to create a sustainable business over time through 
investment in the community, ecology and Hazendal’s 
320-year heritage. But, more than anything, this is a  
dream realised for Dr Voloshin who grew up without  
even the smallest patch of garden in Russia.  
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